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ADRA and the Intersection of Faith and Aid

The Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) was established as the official
humanitarian agency of the Seventh-day Adventist Church by the General Conference in 1983.

The importance of the establishment of ADRA and its continued service to humanity can be
found in the example of Jesus, who, during His earthly ministry, showed special concern for the
poor and the vulnerable. Jesus demonstrated that help should be given to all with no
discrimination. Therefore, ADRA’s work is accessible to all and not limited by gender, culture,
religion or ethnicity, and is recognised in ADRA’s purpose ‘To serve humanity so all may live as
God intended’.

ADRA works as part of the body of the Seventh-day Adventist Church to fulfil the Bible’s
instruction to love thy neighbour and help ‘the least of these’.

FAQs about ADRA and Australian Government Funding, USAID and
other Government Funding

Does ADRA Australia receive funding from the Australian Government?

As mandated in the purpose and objectives of the foundation of ADRA by the General
Conference, ADRA Australia seeks cooperation with both government and non-government
agencies which share the Church’s concern in meeting human need.

ADRA Australia is accredited with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade of the Australian
government and receives funding through the Australian NGO Cooperation Program (ANCP),
and the Church Partnership Program (CPP) for eligible development programs.

To see ADRA Australia’s financial breakdown, visit https://www.adra.org.au/annual-report/.

In Australia, an organisation requires a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status to issue tax-
deductible receipts. These funds must primarily serve charitable purposes such as providing
health, education or community services, and cannot be used for the primary use of
advancement of religion regardless of whether the organisation receives government funding or
not.

Does ADRA Australia receive funding from the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID)?

ADRA Australia does not receive USAID funding. ADRA Australia is a separate legal entity with its
own board under the constituency of the Australian Union Conference of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

ADRA International, headquartered in Maryland, USA, has utilised USAID funding for
development and humanitarian assistance programs. For more information, visit
https://adra.org/adra-responds-to-usaid-funding-pause-embracing-opportunities-for-continuity

Does ADRA proselytise?

ADRA was established by the Seventh-day Adventist Church to be its humanitarian agency
looking after temporal needs of the very poor, the most vulnerable, and those affected by
disasters, without any discrimination and motivated by the Church’s faith and concern for the
‘least of these’. ADRA Australia is transparent about its identity and connection with the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, and seeks to be the ‘hands and feet of Jesus’. As such, ADRA
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ministers to people by sharing God’s love through actions and does not connect proselytism to
aid assistance.

In Australia, an organisation requires a Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status to issue tax-
deductible receipts. These funds must primarily serve charitable purposes such as providing
health, education or community services, and cannot be used for the primary use of
advancement of religion regardless of whether the organisation receives government funding or
not.

Does ADRA Australia receive funding from the Church?

One of key foundational objectives is for ADRA to ‘awaken concern for the very poor’ resulting in
the commitment by the Church of its own funds and resources for this purpose. ADRA Australia
receives an annual allocation from the South Pacific Division to help with office rental
expenses. Some Conferences also financially support part of the wages of the Conference
ADRA Directors or ADRA Regional Managers.

Why does ADRA seek funding from the Government and other organisations?

ADRA was established to seek partnerships with organisations which work towards the
restoration of dignity through development and relief. Collaborating with other organisations
enhances community impact and prevents duplication of services. ADRA seeks cooperation
and funding partnerships with philanthropic organisations, government agencies,
denominations and development banks which align with ADRA’s values and the Seventh-day
Church’s concerns and principles in meeting human need. The funding that is received helps
ADRA Australia better achieve its purpose of serving humanity so all may live as God intended.

Why does ADRA cooperate with different organisations?

ADRA works with trusted partners including the Seventh-day Adventist Church, other faith
groups, and non-government agencies to expand its services and resources around the world
and help improve the quality of life of millions of people.

ADRA’s global network of Adventist churches and volunteers gives us access to places and
people that many other organisations cannot reach. ADRA and the Adventist Church continue
to work collaboratively to bring about significant change in remote and disadvantaged areas
around the world.

ADRA welcomes partnerships with those organisations which work toward the restoration of
human dignity, and which seek to improve the quality of life as it is understood by the affected
community. Each funding body has an established set of requirements, and ADRA Australia
carefully partners with those that align with ADRA’s core values.
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