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An Impossible Choice - Rabecca’s Story

Rabecca lives in rural Zambia with her three youngest school requirements,” she says.

children. Together with her husband, she did odd jobs for “| felt very bad because

money. But it was barely enough to get by. education is important. When

“Before ADRA came, | was taking my children to school chlldr(_en ar:a educated, they get
. . good jobs.

going through a lot of and affording meals. We used

difficulties,” says Rabecca. to eat two times a day and | When ADRA came to her

could not afford uniforms, community, Rabecca was

school shoes, and school fees.” ~ €xcited to be selected to
participate in the FARMS Il

project, which is supported by
“| did not manage to send three  the Australian Government
of my six children to school through the Australian NGO
“The biggest difficulties were because | could not afford the Cooperation Program (ANCP).
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“To find food, | did piecework in
other people’s fields.
Sometimes | was paid in the This filled Rabecca with guilt.
form of food crops such as
sugarcane.
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Times are tough right
now. Bad news seems to
be everywhere you look,
and it is easy to feel
disheartened.

Never has our work been more
challenging but more important.
The escalating situation in the
Middle East is displacing
millions of families who are
desperate for a safe place to
raise their children. As the
needs rise, aid funding is
shrinking and we are all
increasingly feeling the effects
of these global events in our
own homes. In these uncertain
times, it is natural to feel a
sense of apprehension. But my
message is not one of despair.
Rather, | was recently
encouraged that this is a time
to be bold, like Caleb and
Joshua, and to keep moving
forward in faith.

&

ADRA

Contact Us
146 Fox Valley Road
PO Box 129

Australia
ABN 85 109 435 618

Wahroonga NSW 2076

In Numbers 13-14, God tells
Moses to send 12 men (one
from each tribe of Israel) to
explore the land of Canaan.
After 40 days, the spies return.
Each of them confirms that
the land is rich and fruitful,

But then, the reporting splits.
Ten spies say the land is too
dangerous, the people too
strong, and the cities too
fortified. There is no way that
they could conquer the land.
However, two spies, Joshua and
Caleb, trust God and believe
that Israel can take the land.

Each of the spies witnessed the
same thing. They had taken
stock of the same situation. And
yet, when faced with the choice
between fear and faith, Caleb
and Joshua were bold in their
faith. But they were the only
ones. The people of Israel were
swayed by the account of the
ten spies, and pessimism took
hold. They missed the
opportunity to enter the
Promised Land and have God
conquer the land for them, and
instead wandered in the desert
for 40 years.

The challenges of today can
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E: info@adra.org.au
www.adra.org.au

www.facebook.com/ADRAAustralia
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feel insurmountable. But |
would encourage you that we,
from ADRA's volunteers to our
supporters to those on the
ground, can move forward with
confidence because God is our
leader. He will guide us exactly
where we need to be. Along the
way, we will need to adjust,
adapt, and embrace change,
but together, under His direction
and guidance, we can continue
to serve humanity so all may
live as God intended.

| am deeply thankful for the
support that you give to ADRA.
Together, we can support
hundreds of communities both
locally and internationally.

Let me close by reflecting on
one of my favourite verses,
Joshua 1:9: “Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go.”

Wl

Denison Grellmann
CEOQ, ADRA Australia
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Through the project, Rabecca
received hands-on training in
climate-smart farming, as well
as marketing techniques to help
ensure she sold her crops at the
market for the best price
possible. Rabecca was placed in
a group of women who decided
to grow tomatoes, onions, okra,
and rapeseed. With the profits
from selling her vegetables,
Rabecca bought a goat.

“ bought one goat. My
neighbour also had a goat and
together, they multiplied,”
Rabecca says.

Rabecca’s goat farm increased
until she had fifteen goats! But
as hardships came her way,
Rabecca sold her goats to cover
emergencies and essential bills.

“My children started getting
sick, and through selling goats, |
was able to take my children for
medical attention at the hospital
and pay for medical bills,” says
Rabecca.

The most trying time of all was
when, a few months ago,
Rabecca’s husband died in a
road accident.

“When | lost my hushand, | sold
goats to support the funeral
process,” Rabecca says.

Now, Rabecca has eight goats,
down from fifteen. The sudden
death of her husband and the
recent drought in Zambia
stretched Rabecca. But

throughout it all, Rabecca has
maintained her own home
garden, thanks to her drought-
resilient crops and the farming
techniques she learnt.

“The recent drought really
affected us, but because of the
gardening activities and the
goats, it really helped me pull
through,” Rabecca says. “Every
time I am in need, | sell goats to
buy what | need. It is through
selling goats that | am sending
my children to school and
accessing medical supplies.
What | earned from the garden,
| also used to buy food for the
family. Now we eat three times
a day.”

Rabecca is slowly adjusting to
life without her husband. The
responsibility of providing for
her three youngest children and
sending them to school is now
hers alone.

“The death of my husband has

been difficult,” Rabecca says.
“When he was around, we
could work together to provide
for the family, but now | am
working alone. It is hard.”

Looking to the future, Rabecca’s
dream for her children is that
they finish school.

“| want my children, who are
currently in school, to finish
their education.”

Rabecca’s son David™* has a
talent for mathematics and is
hoping for steady employment
when he graduates.

“lam in grade 7. When [ finish
school, | want to work in a
bank,” David says.

Despite the challenges she has
faced, Rabecca is confident that
with the skills she has acquired
from ADRA, her future is bright.

“With the knowledge | have
gained in ADRA, | work with
confidence, and every time |
think about it, it warms my
heart,” she says.

“| am so thankful that what you
are doing is helping us achieve
more. Please do not stop
helping. | would like others to
benefit like | have benefited.
Thank you.”

*Name changed for child protection purposes

Australian

Aid vt*

Your gift this End of Financial Year can help mothers feed their children
and send them to school. Donate today at adra.org.au/EOFY
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Disaster Updates

Victorian Bushfires

ADRA partnered with local
@ Seventh-day Adventist churches and
community members to respond to
the Victorian bushfires in January 2026.

Declared as a State of Disaster by the Victorian
Government, the fires left communities
devastated. One person died, almost 900 .
structures — including 250 homes — were o o~ AN
damaged or lost, and an estimated 41,000 E5 G N
livestock, valued at more than $20 million, died Volunteers at the ADRA Op Shop Albury packing
in fires that burned 404,000 hectares of the state.  emergency evacuation kits

ADRA activated its National Emergency
Management Plan to provide immediate
assistance. Together with the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, generous supporters including
ADRA op shops in Ulverstone and Albury, and our
valued referring partners, we made a difference
in the lives of over 2,314 people.

Key Response Activities

e Mobilised over 50 volunteers to help 2,314
people

e Provided over 81 hours of Psychological First
Aid (PFA)

e Distributed financial assistance to 131
households across 35 suburbs

Food and supplies delivered to affected communities
in Longwood

e Prepared 736 care packs for evacuees
(including 450 from Wangaratta Seventh-day
Adventist Church) & over 5 tonnes of
material aid

e Distributed 380 frozen meals, 170 food
hampers from Wangaratta Seventh-day
Adventist Church & 1 community BBQ

e Delivered 96 water pods (1,000L each)

to fire-impacted families Sam (left) was so grateful for her water pod as she
had been carting water to her residence daily

ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF AGENCY AUSTRALIA www.adra.org.au




Impact Story

Many families in Yarck and the surrounding
region were left without safe, reliable water.
Water tanks and other water sources were

damaged or destroyed, leaving households
struggling to meet daily needs.

In response, local community members and
donors partnered with ADRA Australia to provide
urgent, practical support.

One family contacted ADRA after receiving
assistance:

“ just want to thank you for all your help after
the bushfires went through the Highlands. | was
lucky enough to receive a donation from you
and it didn’t end there, lots of meals and most
recently a water pod delivered straight to the
farm. You have no idea how much this means to
me, my daughter and granddaughter,”

Middle East Appeal

m Increased hostilities and conflict in

m the Middle East have resulted in the
displacement of millions of people.

Families have been forced to flee their homes,

causing a large-scale humanitarian crisis
across the region.

Working alongside trusted partners, ADRA teams
in Lebanon and Syria are helping meet the
urgent need by providing food, water, and
hygiene supplies to those affected by the crisis.

Lebanon

Conflict in Iran has escalated hostilities in
Lebanon, leading to significant internal
displacement. As of early April, the conflict has
displaced more than 1.2 million people and has
resulted in civilian casualties and injuries.

ADRA's immediate response included providing
essential water, sanitation, and hygiene support
to displaced families, and equipping shelters
with basic necessities. Each family received a
package containing 10-litre potable water jerry
cans, hygiene kits including soap and laundry
powder, dignity Kits including menstrual supplies
and underwear, and flashlights with batteries.

ADRA extended its response to also assist
families outside of the formal shelter system.
Together with the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
ADRA is providing cash assistance to affected

ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF AGENCY AUSTRALIA

ADRA distributes basic necessities
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families. Cash assistance allows families to meet
their immediate needs, whether that be food,
clothing, or shelter. ADRA is also supporting
households with mattresses, blankets, and
pillows to address urgent bedding gaps. ADRA
Lebanon’s education project is integrating
psychosocial support sessions into its activities
to support affected children and youth.

Hassan*, an older man at an ADRA distribution,
expressed exhaustion from the ongoing conflict.
This is his fourth displacement.

“l was here in 2006,” he said. “Then again in
2023, in 2024, and now in 2026.”

The last time he returned home, there was
nothing to return to. “Everything was rubble,”
Hassan said. “We could not even identify where
our house had been. For me, | gave up on
dreaming for my life. But | still hope for my
children.”

Syria

Escalating hostilities in north-east Syria in
January 2026 displaced more than 128,000
people. Communities are struggling with limited
access to shelter, food, cash assistance, health
care, and other essential services.

At the same time, due to the escalation of
violence in Lebanon, people are fleeing in
masses from areas under attack, with more than
25,000 mainly Syrian refugee returnees arriving
thus far.

ADRA's initial response included providing cash
assistance to struggling families so they can see
to their most urgent needs. Through ADRA's
charity partner, Stability Support Foundation, we
are providing hot meals, distributing goods such  Families in Syria receive hot meals
as blankets, and providing psychosocial support.

With women and children making up 89% of the
displaced population, a great need for sanitary To support ADRA’s response in
products and nappies has emerged. ADRA will times of disaster, donate at
be providing hygiene and dignity kits to the most adra.org.au/disaster. Donations
vulnerable families in shelters. over $2 are tax-deductible.

*Name changed for privacy purposes
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Spotlight: ADRA Community
Centre Blacktown

The crucial work of the ADRA
Community Centre Blacktown
has been recognised on the floor
of Parliament.

During Community Recognition Statements on
16 September 2025, Member for Blacktown Mr
Stephen Bali MP shared his gratitude for ADRA'S
“invaluable support to the Blacktown community.”

He continued, “ADRA helps people who have
faced challenges such as domestic violence,
addiction, family matters, anxiety, depression and
anger management. | applaud the ADRA team
and the volunteers who make this possible.”

For years, the ADRA team in Blacktown operated
all of its services from the second level of a
building opposite the train station. While
conveniently located, the centre was only
accessible via stairs. This physical barrier cut off
access to some of the most vulnerable in the
community and made the organisation of food
deliveries a physically demanding and logistical
challenge for the ADRA team.

But on 11 August 2026, ADRA Blacktown
relocated its food pantry to a new, more
convenient location with street-level entry, with
an official opening to mark the occasion. Not only
does the new location allow for greater
accessibility, but the larger space will also enable
ADRA to serve even more members of the
community each week.

“| was delighted to attend the opening of ADRA’s
relocated food pantry,” said Mr Bali. “ADRA can
now provide groceries to 350 people per week.”

.Ed Husic MP !

Grace receives the Pride of Workmanship Award

Grace Copoceanu Recognised for
Outstanding Contribution

Grace Copoceanu, manager of the ADRA
Community Centre Blacktown, was honoured by
Blacktown Rotary with the Pride of Workmanship
award in 2025. The Pride of Workmanship
publicly acknowledges individuals for their
service, excellence, and community spirit.

Grace was also nominated for the prestigious
Coral McLean Award 2025 and Blacktown
Woman of the Year. These honours reflect the
heart and soul she pours into the ADRA
Community Centre Blacktown every day.
Congratulations, Grace. Thank you for leading
with such passion!

To learn more about ADRA’s work in Blacktown, visit adra.org.au/blacktown

ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF AGENCY AUSTRALIA
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United in the Great Commission

Barnabas (centre) recommitted his life to Christ through ADRA

ADRA was established by the Seventh-day
Adventist Church to serve humankind and follow
the example of Jesus, who, during His earthly
ministry, showed special concern for the poor and

the oppressed.

The Seventh-day Adventist
Church and ADRA are united in
their mission — the mission of
Jesus. There is only one gospel,
one body, one Lord, and one
faith, and both ADRA and the
Church are meant to contribute
to and complete this single
mission together."

Jesus’ final command was to
make disciples of all nations
and to baptise them.? This
“Great Commission” is rightly
considered the key summary of
the mission for all followers of
Jesus and the Church. But what
does that look like? How do you
make disciples of all nations?

ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF AGENCY AUSTRALIA

Jesus’ life and ministry on
Earth provides the divine
blueprint for how to make
disciples of all nations. His
sermons, teachings, and
parables serve as the
foundation for our faith. At the
heart of this is the Sermon on
the Mount®, which outlines His
kingdom’s values. This sermon
urged personal righteousness,
seeking justice, serving others,
and loving enemies.

While Jesus’ teachings explore
the “what” of our faith, His
example is the foundation for
our ministry. Jesus didn’t
simply teach: He met people
where they were, reached the

ostracised, healed the sick,
attended to their needs, and
once in their confidence he
bade them “follow me.”*%

In this way, he showed us the
path to making disciples of all
nations: proclaiming God’s
kingdom means embodying it
through acts of compassion
and service.

Understanding the Great
Commission as Jesus’ holistic
ministry and compassion
means we are called to
genuinely, practically, and
intentionally seek the good of
those in our communities and
worldwide. In doing so, we are
not just performing good deeds
but we are serving, honouring,
and proclaiming Jesus.

In this way, ADRA is an
essential arm of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church, providing
a crucial and practical
dimension to our collective
efforts to fulfil the Great
Commission. It embodies the
very compassion and practical
ministry that Jesus
demonstrated and commanded,
making it an indispensable part
of our “holistic gospel”
outreach. ADRA is an integral,
vital and indispensable part of
the Seventh-day Adventist
Church’s unified mission to
serve, honour, and proclaim
Jesus to a world in need, both
physically and spiritually.

www.adra.org.au




ADRA’s Ministry
in Action

ADRA Chaplains

On 26 March, we celebrated
National ADRA Chaplain Day, a
day where we acknowledge the
important work our chaplains
do across many of our ADRA
activities in Australia.

Many people that ADRA serve
are experiencing loss, isolation,
trauma, or ongoing hardship. A
chaplain can be a comforting
presence for people in their
most vulnerable state. A quiet
conversation over a cup of tea,
a reassuring word after a
difficult day, or simply standing
with someone who is
overwhelmed can become a
powerful moment of dignity and
hope.

“You will also hear the stories
and get up close with the
people in your community and
be the support that Jesus calls
you to be,” says Pastor Rian
Van Deventer, Chaplain at ADRA
Bairnsdale in Victoria.

Chaplains also play a vital role
in supporting volunteers and
staff. In emotionally demanding
environments, they offer
encouragement, debriefing, and
care for those on the front lines,
helping sustain resilience and
compassion within ADRA
teams.

We are grateful for our ADRA
Chaplains, who serve with love
on a daily basis. In moments
that may never make headlines,

ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF AGENCY AUSTRALIA

Evie with her ADRA and Church family

their presence helps transform
aid into connection one
conversation at a time.

Spiritual Restoration

As a humanitarian agency,
ADRA’s primary purpose is to
provide aid, relief, and long-
term sustainable solutions to
the most vulnerable
communities. But as an
Adventist organisation, we
rejoice to see those we serve
restored not just physically but
also spiritually.

Cocoa farmer Barnabas from
the Solomon Islands was
baptised in his youth but left
the church shortly afterwards.
However, his involvement with
ADRA's cocoa farming project is
what led Barnabas back to
church at 67 years old.

“| decided to come back to
Jesus when the ADRA director
prayed for me,” he said. “The
encouragement | received from
the ADRA team also played a
big role in helping me to leave
my past life behind.”

It was also through an ADRA
project in Victoria, Australia,
that Evie decided to give her life
to Christ. On the disability
pension and struggling to make
ends meet, Evie sought help
from her local ADRA project.

ADRA helped meet Evie's social
and physical needs, but she
was also seeking spiritual
fulfilment. So Rebecca Auriant,
Conference ADRA Director in
Victoria, introduced Evie to a
local Seventh-day Adventist
Church. It wasn’t long before
Evie was attending regularly
and decided to be baptised.

“The other team members and |
have seen Evie grow through
attending the ADRA program
each week, and now we all
smile because she has found
her heavenly Father,” says Ms
Auriant.

Ephesians 4:4-13

Matthew 28:19-20
Matthew 5-7

The Ministry of Healing, 143
Matthew 11:5

(S N S

www.adra.org.au 9




ADRA Farmers Behind
Gold-Winning Chocolate

Chocolate made from
cocoa grown by village
farmers in the Solomon
Islands has won gold at
the prestigious
Academy of Chocolate
Awards in London.

Developed by Foundry
Chocolate in New Zealand, the
chocolate received the top
honour in the plain dark bar
category. The cocoa used in the
award-winning chocolate is
linked to a livelihoods project
led by the Adventist
Development and Relief Agency
(ADRA).

“Behind that accolade are
village farmers whose
livelihoods have been
strengthened through fair
pricing, skills transfer and
reliable demand,” said Matthew
Siliga, director of ADRA and
Community Development South
Pacific.

Through a joint initiative led

by ADRA Solomon Islands

and ADRA Australia, farmers
across eight rural villages are
being supported to grow high-
quality cocoa as part of a
deliberate trade-bhased approach
to improving livelihoods.

“It's becoming more than a
crop,” Mr Siliga said. “It’s
becoming a pathway to dignity,

income and long-term
livelihoods.”

The project, which is supported
by the Australian Government
through the Australian NGO
Cooperation Program (ANCP),
focuses on improving post-
harvest practices. This includes
fermentation, drying, and
quality control, enabling village-
grown cocoa to compete in
premium international markets.

“The results have been
transformative,” Mr Siliga said.
“Farmers are now

receiving price premiums for
their beans, reflecting both
improved quality and direct
market access, rather than
being locked into low-value
commodity chains.”

Significantly, the quality has

attracted global attention.
Cocoa from these Solomon
Islands communities is now
being purchased by leading
craft chocolate makers,
including Foundry Chocolate.

“What began as a sourcing
relationship has since become
a partnership with ADRA,
linking ethical production,
farmer empowerment and
world-class craftsmanship,”
said Mr Siliga.

“This cocoa project shows
what’s possible when
development and trade work
hand in hand: local farmers
earning more, global
consumers enjoying exceptional
chocolate and communities
moving from aid dependence
toward sustainable, market-
driven livelihoods.”
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ADRA Service Pin Recipients

In early February 2026, two volunteers

from the ADRA Community Centre

Logan in Queensland, Brian and
Debbie, were presented with ADRA service pins.

Debbie has been volunteering with ADRA for 17
years, and Brian for an incredible 27 years. Both
were excited to receive their pins and expressed
how honoured they were to wear them at Logan
every day.

Debbie is at the heart of the food hamper program.

“Her exceptional leadership ensures everything
runs with precision and care,” says Lisa Booth,
ADRA Regional Manager South Queensland.
“She manages every aspect of the operation with
remarkable attention to detail; she knows exactly
what’s in stock, what’s needed, and how to keep
the entire process flowing smoothly.”

Debbie leads a dedicated team of volunteers,
guiding them through the sorting and packing of
the food hampers so that every parcel goes out
full, thoughtfully arranged, and looking
wonderful.

Her work ethic is extraordinary, but it's her genuine
heart for serving others that truly sets her apart.

“Debbie consistently goes above and beyond to
make sure families receive not just food, but
dignity and kindness,” says Ms Booth. “The
humility and dedication she brings to her role
inspires everyone around her, shaping a culture
of compassion and teamwork within the centre.”

For 27 years, Brian has faithfully served the
ADRA Logan community through the daily bread
run and countless other pick-ups and deliveries.

“Day after day, Brian has shown up without
hesitation, ensuring this essential service
continued, regardless of weather, schedule, or
circumstance,” says Ms Booth. “His contribution
has been one of quiet consistency, a steady
presence our community has come to rely on.”

ADVENTIST DEVELOPMENT AND RELIEF AGENCY AUSTRALIA

Lisa Booth with Brian, a volunteer for 27 years

Across nearly three decades, Brian has always
been willing to help wherever needed. His
reliability, gentle spirit, and positive attitude have
made a lasting impact on those he serves and on
every volunteer who has had the privilege of
working alongside him.

“We are deeply grateful for Brian’s 27 years of
commitment, generosity, and unwavering
support,” Ms Booth says.

Both Debbie and Brian embody the very best of
ADRA'’s mission. Their dedication reminds us that
lasting change is built through consistent acts of
kindness, offered one day at a time. Their service
is not only valued, but also celebrated.

www.adra.org.au 1
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